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2007 NER Conference Held at West Point

Captain James
Ridley, Sr., PAO

WEST POINT, NY — August 4, 2007. The historical backdrop of the United States Military Academy at
West Point made this year's NER Conference one of the best in recent in years in both attendance and
activities. The conference opened with a reception on Friday evening, and got down to business on Sat-
urday morning with the General Assembly at Eisenhower Hall. -

The masters of ceremonies for the assembly were C/

LtCol Trent Schill, C/LtCol Noah Schill, and C/Maj Zachary King. The
Assembly began with the introduction of the official party which in-
cluded Maj Gen Antonio J. Pineda, the
Inside thisissue: Plus National Commander, Brig. Gen. Amy S.
More Courter, National Vice Commander, Col
Robert Diduch, the Region Commander
NER 2007 Confer- and other dignitaries from Maxwell AFB.
ence at West Point After the colors were presented, the Re-
gion Chaplain, LtCol Van Don Williams
delivered the invocation.

CAP Executive Director
Donald Rowland speaks at
the General Assembly

NER Drill Team

“Falcon, Falcon!”
The guest speakers included Gen Pineda, the CAP National Commander,

Mr. Ronald Rowland, the Executive Director of CAP, Col Russell Hodgkins,
the Commander of CAP/USAF and Col Douglas Anderson, the Commander
of the 305™ Medical Group. The main theme of the day was public service
and homeland security. Col Hodgkins stated that “the military can not make
this war on terror without the citizen warriors” referring to the members of
the Civil Air Patrol.

CAP Joins Forces
With CERT
Search Suspended

For LI Aviator

MASS Wing After the opening remarks, several awards detailed below were presented
Encampment to NER members for their actions and duty performance. The most note-
Kuhl Now LT Col worthy awards went to three cadets who were recognized for saving a life in
: : May 2007 at the scene of an accident. Two Cadets received the National
AISEITHCEPE Commander’'s Commendation Award and one received the CAP Bronze
the Year

Medal of Valor.
50 Year Member Hon-

ored Following the assembly members could choose from a number of activities
S el Serens including target shooting with 22 caliber rifles on the small bore rlfle range,
(Continued on page 2)




(Continued from page 1)
participation in a Leadership Reaction Course or getting an insider’s tour of the USMA. Later that eve-
ning a banquet was held for all the attendees.

AWARDS PRESENTED AT THE NER CONFERENCE

NER Staff Member of the Year: Col David Mull

Wing Safety Award: New Hampshire Wing NH-001
Jack Sorenson Award (Cadet Programs Officer): Capt Theodore Kryzak ME-001
Bud Payton Award (Public Affairs Officer): Maj Dennis Murray ME-076
Senior Chaplain of the Year: Ch LtCol William Stone PA-001
Chaplain of the Year: Ch Capt John Allegri NJ-009
Moral Leadership Officer of the Year: LtCol Albert Clark PA-060
Logistician of the Year: Maj Patricia Zelenak PA-004
Finance Officer of the Year: Maj DeEtte Riley PA-016
Brewer | Award: C/1st Lt Carlos Pineda NJ-102
Brewer Il Award: Maj Steve Tracy NJ-001
Brewer Ill Award: Mr. John Hasson AFA, MA
Brewer IV Award: Major William A. Shafer NY-292
2006 CAP Officer of the Year: Capt Jeffery Dill CT-071
Cadet of the Year: c/LtCol Noah P Schill VT-005

Bronze Medal of Valor:
C/Lt Col Eric Perron

National Commander’s Commendation:
Cadet Marshal Nye & Cadet Leanne Doucet NH-056

Exceptional Service Award:

Col David Mull NER Commander Col
Col Robert McCabe Robert Diduch With NYW
Commander Col Kenneth
Andreu who accepted

L ) the Brewer Award on
Meritorious Service Award: behalf of Maj William

Col Donald Prouty Shafer
Col Fred Belden '

Region Commander

Col Robert Diduch LtCol James Pierson
LtCol Robert Smith
Vice Commander,_North LtCol John A. O’Grady
Col. Austyn Granville, Jr. LtCol Constance M. O'Grady
Vice Commander, South Maj Robert Seaton
Col David Mull Capt James Ridley

. Capt Heather L Sterner
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NER Drill Team

§Competes at National CA

By: Maj Penny H. Hardy
Photo by: Lt Marc Behr

The Civil Air Patrol drill team made up of cadets from Seacoast Squadron in Portsmouth, Highland-
ers Squadron in Rochester and Hawk Squadron in Laconia recently competed in the drill team portion of
the National Cadet Competition to represent the Northeast Region (NER) of Civil Air Patrol. They were
eligible to compete due to having won first place at the NER competition back in May. The National com-
petition was held at Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton, Ohio on June 30 and July 1, 2007. At the competi-
tion the team received second place trophies for their scores in the panel quiz and the written exam.
They also placed third in the innovative drill. They received a fourth place overall with the total of their
scores in the panel quiz, written exam, volleyball, inspection, standard drill, innovative drill and mile run.
Cadet 2/Lt. Michael Piazza of the Seacoast Squadron received an 84 on the written exam, the second
highest score of all teams entered in the competition. Cadets Adam Behr and Alecia Hagman from High-
landers tied for 9th in the same written exam. This is the second year in a row that the NER team has
been to the national event.

The National Cadet Competition is an annual competition for drill teams and color guard teams from
each of the nine regions of Civil Air Patrol in the country. Each region first place team is eligible to com-
pete at the National event. The first place winner in the drill team was the Southeast Region team from
Puerto Rico.

Team members were: Sebastian
VanDintel (commander), Julian Davila,
Michael Piazza, Alecia Hagman, Vin-
cent VanDintel, Steven Chick, Rebecca
Behr, Ryan Tarr, Adam Behr, Crystal
Champion, David Roche, Kristi Hayes,
Meridith Leno and advisor Mark Leno.

Congratulations!
From all of us in the North East Region
Civil Air Patrol.

You make us proud to be associated with CAP
And it’s membership!




By: Lt. Col. Eugene F. Jackson, CAP
Group | Commander, Virginia Wing

The day started out like so many others, routine. But with the cool air and blue skies, it was going to be
a beautiful day to fly. | met 3 new cadets at the hangar at 8:30 am and watched the eyes of their nerv-
ous moms and dads as we prepared for their flight. Today’s ride was special for them. These 3 cadets
were getting to fly in a Civil Air Patrol (CAP) aircraft to the Virginia Wing Encampment at Ft. Pickett while
their gear and others from the Squadron had traveled by car the night before.

Seeing the nervous twitch on one mother in particular, | encouraged the parents to participate in the pre-
flight of the airplane. Out comes the checklist and by the book we preflight the airplane together, all of
us. | also took the opportunity to tell the parents how our CAP airplanes receive very thorough inspec-
tions at set intervals and as the Group Commander, I'm especially picky about how we take care of our
airplanes. My wife is also a Civil Air Patrol member and | am also the father of 3 CAP cadets. The air-
plane we are using had just undergone an oil change and had a top overhaul 90 hours ago so itis in
great shape | assure them. | could see their uneasiness pass as we did the preflight together, parents,
cadets and myself.

Checklists run, | yell “Clear Prop” and a purr from the engine greets us. | taxied out to the departure
end of the runway and after more checklist items; we are wheels up and headed to Blackstone, VA. The
excitement of attending the Virginia Wing encampment for these 3 new cadets is growing. We arrived at
Blackstone uneventfully and our cadets joined the ranks of the other 140 cadets who had come for a
week of CAP. | did a quick trip to Richmond International Airport to pick up a young man who flew in
from New York and had no way to Blackstone and then joined the encampment staff for a wonderful
lunch at the chow hall.

Back at the airport and my preflight showed 10 quarts of oil, 40 gallons of gasoline, more than enough
gas for the 40 minute flight home to Danville. | thanked the Encampment Commander, Major Mark Ev-
ans for running me back to the airport in his vehicle. Listening to him talk on Channel 1, | overheard that
his radio call sign was “Falcon”.

| was wheels up very shortly and gave a quick radio call on Channel 1 to Falcon telling him I'd see him
again on Monday night when | fly back to teach a First Aid Class to his encampment cadets. Yes, a typi-
cal day so far. Beautiful skies, cool air, perfect flying weather.

As | reached 4500 feet and began to trim the plane for cruise flight, | reduced the engine rpm down from
2500 to 2300 rpm. But wait, something just didn’t sound right. A vibration, a different pitch, hard to put
my finger on it but just something different than what I’'m used to hearing from the purr that this big 6
cylinder Continental engine has, the very plane that I've flown for so many years.

Back up to 2500 rpm and no improvement. “Time to climb, and do it now” | told myself. Full power, full
RPM and a Vx (best angle) climb and | make it to 6000 feet before the engine did the unthinkable, it quit
on me. These things don’t just do this, | thought to myself. “Well designed, well built, and well main-
tained” is what | told those parents just this morning. *“Safer than driving to the encampment” | said.
The smell of hot oil is like the smell of burning flesh, you never forget it, ever. And | now had a nose full
in the cabin. Suddenly there was a strong shake, one like | have never felt before. Watching the yoke
shake from your hands is quite a sight. Back comes the throttle, right to idle because letting the engine
continue to shake like this can cause it to come right off the firewall and that’s a very bad thing to have
happen.

(Continued on page 5)



(Continued from page 4)

All those things your instructor drills into you now become reality. “Fly The Plane” comes booming from
the memory bank. Trim for the best glide - 70. Turn toward the nearest airport. Use the checklist. No
luck getting back a smooth running engine so this is going to be the real thing today — an emergency
landing at a very small airport that is now 10 miles away. My quick calculations tell me | have around 12
miles of glide distance at best.

“Falcon, Falcon, This is CAP Flight 4518 with emergency traffic. | have an engine out and this is NOT
A DRILL. | am gliding towards CXE / Chase City Airport for an emergency landing. Come get me.” |
knew that just a few minutes behind me were 140 cadets, 40 senior staff (most with advanced ES rat-
ings) and nearly 10 CAP vehicles. The best help any man could ever ask for in one of these situations.

So much went through my mind in those few short minutes of extreme quiet as | was gliding with no en-
gine toward the smallest runway I've ever seen. It was only 50’ wide and 3000’ feet long. Certainly not
the big wide 6500’ runway I’'m accustomed to. My thoughts turn to my 3 day old infant son at home...
my wife and the other children....

How would they manage without me? Why | even had a quick worry that | might not have put on my
best underwear that morning. You remember the ones your mom said to always wear? Clean under-
wear, just in case you were in an accident??? | had just a moment to giggle on that one as | began to
set up for my one and only shot at putting this airplane on the runway, this small, small runway way out
in the middle of nowhere.

Obviously by your reading this, you know that all went well. | was able to make my turns and adjust my
speeds and altitude and safely landed the airplane within the first 200’ of the runway, exactly where my
flight instructor demanded | put the wheels last year as | completed my Commercial pilot training. At the
time — | just didn’t understand why he was being so strict on me, nearly unreasonable | thought at times.
Well, now | know why — because it really mattered.

To those pilots who fly and think like I've thought these past 33 years of flying, it won’t happen to me...
you better think again. “Them that have, them that will” and all the other little pilot sayings come to
mind now. You must not become complacent in the cockpit, no matter how well you think you know
your airplane. No matter how well maintained it is, it can still fail you and you must be ready for when it
does.

I’m no hero because | safely landed an airplane in an emergency; I’'m just another Joe Pilot. But I'm one
who plays by the rules, following my checklists and flying like | was trained. Today that discipline let me
see my newborn son, wife and kids again. Will you be that disciplined when your engine quits? It is im-
portant to take the time to practice those emergency maneuvers again, right?

CLEAR PROP !!

Tonawanda, NY -

TAK Squadron (NY-173) Cadets set up a recruit-

ing display at the Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA)
Museum. VVA Western New York Chapter 77 runs the
~ museum, located in Tonawanda NY.




Photos and Story By: Lt. Mike Miller

Organized by NJ Wing training director Lt. Col. Richard Olszewski, U.S. Civil Air Patrol volunteers re-

cently completed a new kind of training, marking the first Civil Air Patrol wing to join with the Community

Emergency Response Team. Members from just about every county were represented, making this

CERT class unique. Olszewski coordinated with the NJ Office of Emergency Management’'s (OEM)
[State Police] Lt. Joseph Geleta.

# |n his youth, Geleta was a member of the Civil Air Patrol in New Jer-
M sey. “New Jersey CERT is now over 10,000 members and Civil Air

1 Patrol was a part of a large number of teams that completed training
i that placed us over the 10,000 mark,” said Geleta.

CERT members give critical support to first responders in emergen-
cies, provide immediate assistance to victims, organize spontaneous
volunteers at a disaster site, and collect disaster intelligence to sup-
Lt J. Geleta, NJSP, briefs the port first responder efforts.
first CERT Team as they pre-

pare for the first test — a NJ Wing members were trained and tested in how to quickly assess a
search for victims of atrain  situation and determine how to best assist other personnel. Training
wreck. began in February. They covered basic first aid, family disaster prepar-

edness, disaster fire suppression, triage medical operations, CERT
operations, disaster mental health, basic emergency management, disaster simulations and how to ef-
fectively work as a team while working under the stress of an emergency.

Do you know what you should do to protect your family during a disaster? Does your neighbor have the
knowledge required to survive a catastrophe? Part of the solution is rooted in common sense, but much
more depends upon effectively applying learned survival skills. Becoming a member of CERT team can
not only help volunteers boost their chances of survival, but can provide them with skills that can last a
lifetime. In times of calamity, having a sense of purpose can be the only thing to help anyone through
the disaster. Keeping the mind occupied and knowing what to do in case of emergency, instead pamck—
ing, can make the difference of survival. ; ;

A photo gallery of the entire day of NJ Wing CERT training

cert/.

CERT members triage their mock vic-
tims in this exercise.

Photo By NJTF1 Len Dotson
(Firefighter) CERT members who at-
tended the final testing /graduation
class.
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Captain James Ridley, Sr., PAO/MIO

EAST MORICHES, NY — August 27, 2007. On Saturday, August 25" , 76 year old Kennworth Eaton II, a
pilot with 30 years experience, took his single-engine Piper Cherokee aircraft on a test flight from the
Spadaro Airport in East Moriches to the Gabreski Airport just a few miles away when he disappeared in
foggy weather.

There was no ELT signal and local airport ramp checks found no indication of Eaton’s plane landing.
His son-in-law Mike Prisco said Eaton had taken medication around the time of his flight and an air traf-
fic controller indicated that he sounded disoriented over the radio.

CAP’s South East Group mission base in Westchester coordinated the mission over a 3 day period with
aircraft from the South East Group, the Long Island Group and the Connecticut Wing along with those of
the Coast Guard. They searched over 30 square miles in a coordinated effort to attempt to locate the
missing plane. Ground teams from the Long Island Group were also mobilized to search the local coast-
line for any signs of aircraft debris.

“This one’s a real mystery” stated Dennis Michalski, a spokesman for the New York State of Emergency
Services, Michalski went on to say that “the Coast Guard has exhausted all search area’s and search
patterns”. They suspended the search as of Monday evening alerting their routine patrols to keep a look
out for the aircraft. As of Tuesday morning CAP suspended their operations as well.

CAP Maj Paul Ghiron, Commander of the SE Group and the Incident Commander said that "this was the
first missing plane mission in NYS for several years. This is why CAP treats Search and Rescue Exer-
cises (SAREX) and training like the real thing.” He continued, “You never know when a real emergency
like this will come up and we have to always be prepared.”

Map of the area of Long Island in which the
Mr. Eaton disappeared as seen on
wnbc.com.



